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4. National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:  
      entered in the National Register  
      determined eligible for the National Register  
      determined not eligible for the National Register  
      removed from the National Register  
      other (explain:)  _____________________   
 

                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  
 
Public – Local 
 
Public – State  
 
Public – Federal  
 
 
Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

 
Building(s) 
 
District  
 
Site 
 
Structure  
 
Object  
 
 
 

 

X 

 

 

 

X 
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Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)  

Contributing     Noncontributing 
______2______   ______0_______  buildings 
 
______0______   ______0_______  sites 
 
______0______   ______0_______  structures 
 
______2______   ______5_______  objects 
 
______4______   ______5_______  Total 

 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store 
 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  
 
Architectural Classification  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
MODERN MOVEMENT: International Style; Googie 
 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: CONCRETE; METAL: Steel, Aluminum; 
GLASS; SYNTHETICS 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Built in 1972–1973 at 1341 East Main Street in Salem, Virginia, the Hart Motor Company dealership 
comprises an automobile showroom and a service department building connected by a metal canopy. The 
flat 3.96-acre parcel also features a spacious sales lot. Designed by the Salem firm Kinsey, Motley and 
Shane, Architects and Engineer, the showroom reflects influences from both the International and Googie 
styles of architecture with its steel frame and glass curtain wall construction, circular form, projecting flat 
roof, and general lack of ornamentation other than the stylized lettering on the fascia and flagpoles with 
checkered race flags extending above the roof. The large service department building with its utilitarian 
design and steel-frame construction with metal cladding was part of the original design and is indicative of 
the growing importance of automobile maintenance and customer service in the dealership model. Located 
along E. Main Street (US Route 460), the highly visible automobile showroom amidst an expansive sales 
lot is an excellent example of roadside architecture designed during the second half of the twentieth century 
to catch the eye of passing motorists. Contributing resources on the property include the automobile 
showroom, the service department building and two signs – all of which date to the original 1972–1973 
design and construction. Non-contributing resources are limited to three non-historic signs, and three 
rectangular arches (one with concrete automobile display platform) which were added as part of the 
corporate branding in 1988, 1992, and 2005. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Inventory of Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources 
1. Automobile Showroom, 1972–1973, contributing building 
2. Service Department Building, 1972–1973, contributing building 
3. Monument Sign, 1972–1973, contributing object 
4. Pylon Sign, 1972–1973, contributing object 
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5. Pylon Sign, ca. 1988, non-contributing object 
6. Pylon Sign, 2005, non-contributing object  
7. Rectangular Arch with auto display platform, 1992, non-contributing object 
8. Rectangular Arch, 2005, non-contributing object 
9. Rectangular Arch, 2005, non-contributing object 

 
 
Detailed Description 
Hart Motor Company is located on the north side of E. Main Street (US 460) in Salem, Virginia. The 
automobile dealership - including showroom, service department, and sales lot - stands on 3.96 acres. The 
property is surrounded by a residential neighborhood to the north and commercial buildings to the east, 
west, and south. Most of the surrounding commercial properties are also automobile-related enterprises. 
Sherwood Memorial Park is located across the street. The dealership showroom and service department, 
which are connected by a metal canopy, are set back from the street amidst a large, flat, paved sales lot. 
Two rectangular arches have been added to the east side of the showroom. Four metal signs and a 
rectangular arch with a concrete display platform for automobiles are at the front of the property, along E. 
Main Street. 

Exterior 
Located towards the front of the property, the one-story showroom is circular in form with a flat roof and 
stands on a concrete-slab foundation. The roof projects out along the front and sides of the building and is 
supported by steel columns. A metal fascia wraps around the building and features large metal letters that 
read “HART MOTORS.” Evenly spaced metal flag poles with red and white checked race flags project 
above the roofline. The walls of the showroom are of steel frame and glass curtain wall construction with 
the plate-glass windows extending around three sides to maximize visibility of the featured automobiles for 
sale. The rear of the building is constructed of brick clad with metal siding and features fixed metal 
windows. There are four entrances around the building, three of these entrances contain single-leaf 
aluminum-frame doors and the other entrance contains double-leaf aluminum-frame doors. All entrances 
are surmounted by aluminum-frame transoms. The double-leaf entrance in the northeast corner of the 
showroom is particularly wide as it also functioned as the automobile entry into the showroom. Two large 
metal rectangular arches append the east side of the showroom. A metal sign featuring the Suzuki name 
and logo pierces the top of one of the arches. These arches were added in 2005 when the dealership was 
required to do a Suzuki image update.  
 
Interior 
The interior of the showroom features a large, open display area for automobiles. Support spaces – including 
offices, a waiting area, and restrooms – are located along the rear in the northwest corner. Interior finishes 
include wood fiber acoustic panel ceilings and terrazzo floors in the showroom area. The support spaces 
feature gypsum wall board (GWB) walls and ceilings, carpeted floors, flush wood doors, and simple wood 
trim.  
 
Secondary Resources 
A metal service department building, which was constructed in 1972–1973 as part of the original dealership 
design, is located behind the showroom and connected by a metal canopy. It is rectangular in form and 
stands on a concrete foundation. The low-sloped gable roof is covered with metal roofing. The exterior 
walls are clad with ribbed metal siding. On the east side elevation are large metal letters reading “HART” 
and a metal heart shape. A small metal sign featuring the name of the company as well as the logos of the 
car brands that the dealership sells is on the front (south) elevation. This front elevation also features two 
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aluminum-frame polygonal storefront systems with a single-leaf entrance located in the easternmost 
storefront. These polygonal storefront systems appear to be a later modification as the original plans depict 
a single, flush storefront. Garage openings pierce the east, west, and south elevations. These openings 
contain historic aluminum garage doors with glazed panels. Historic metal ½-light doors capped by a 
transom are located beside the garage doors within the garage opening on the east and west side elevations. 
Flush metal doors are located on the rear elevation and the west side elevation as well. The west side of the 
metal canopy that connects the service building to the showroom features metal letters that read “SERVICE 
CENTER” with metal arrows. A large garage addition has been constructed at the rear of the service 
department building. The design, form, materials, window and door openings as well as the interior finishes 
of this addition are similar to the original section. 
 
The interior of the service department building comprises a shop office and parts department in the front 
southwest corner with the remaining open space serving as the service garage. A storage loft is located 
along the west wall of the rear addition. Interior walls are exposed concrete block, sections of which are 
finished with GWB. Steel steps access the shop office from the garage area and wood steps access the 
storage loft in the addition. The floors are concrete, and the ceiling is exposed steel roof structure with 
insulation above in the open service area. The floors in the finished areas of the shop office and the parts 
department are covered with tile and the ceilings are covered with acoustical panels. Interior doors consist 
of single-leaf ½-light or flush metal doors. 
 
Four metal signs and a rectangular arch are located along the front (south) of the property. Two of the signs 
are original to the 1972–1973 dealership, including a metal monument sign reading “Certified Service” and 
a pylon sign reading “GMC HART MOTORS” that stand towards the center of the property at the entrance 
off of E. Main Street. A non-historic pylon sign that reads “HART MORTOR COMPANY” was added in 
1988 at the southeast corner of the property. A non-historic, rectangular, metal arch was also installed at 
the southeast corner of the property in 1992 with a raised concrete pad to display automobiles. A non-
historic, metal, rectangular-arched Suzuki sign was erected at the southwest corner of the property in 2005. 
 
Statement of Integrity  
 
The property retains a relatively high level of integrity that conveys its significance as an automobile 
dealership constructed in 1972–1973. Located at 1341 E. Main Street (US Route 460) in an area 
characterized by commercial development that includes a number of other automobile dealerships, the 
resource retains integrity of location and setting. The original showroom building – with its circular form, 
steel structure with plate-glass windows extending around three sides, flat projecting roof accentuated by a 
metal fascia with metal lettering and punctuated by flagpoles, and open-plan showroom with terrazzo 
flooring – retains integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The only changes to this building are 
the addition of rectangular metal arches and signage on the exterior and minor upgrades to finishes in the 
non-public support spaces on the interior. The service department building, which was constructed as part 
of the original 1972–1973 dealership design, also retains a relatively high level of integrity that conveys 
the significance of automobile service and repairs in the dealership model. The building retains its utilitarian 
form, plan, and finishes as well as the ribbed-metal siding, garage doors, signage, and metal canopy 
connecting it to the showroom building. The non-historic addition to the service department building is 
located at the rear and continues the same utilitarian design and materials as the historic section. While 
there are several non-historic signs and the automobile display platform on the site, the two original signs 
remain intact. The property retains integrity of feeling and association as it continues to operate as an 
automobile dealership.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location 

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X 

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE  
COMMERCE 
 
 
Period of Significance 
1972–1973 
 
 
Significant Dates  
N/A 
 
 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 
 
 
Cultural Affiliation  
N/A 
 
 
Architect/Builder 
Kinsey, Motley and Shane Architects and Engineer (architect) 
Valley Contractors (builder) 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Hart Motor Company dealership, built in 1972–1973 at 1341 E. Main Street in Salem, Virginia, is a 
good example of roadside architecture in Salem and a rare surviving example of an automobile dealership 
featuring a circular-form showroom in Virginia. The property is eligible for listing on the National Register 
under Criteria A and C with significance on the local level in the areas of Commerce and Architecture, 
respectively. Established in 1937 as the local Oldsmobile dealership in downtown Salem at 3 W. Main 
Street, the 1972-1973 construction of the current dealership on E. Main Street/US Route 460 on the outskirts 
of town reflects local and national trends in commercial development and roadside architecture following 
World War II, as well as the evolution of automobile dealership design and operations as a specific type of 
commercial enterprise. With the growing proliferation of automobiles, businesses began to shift from the 
pedestrian-scale central business districts of traditional downtowns to newly developed commercial strips 
on the outskirts of town that catered to automobile traffic with eye-catching signage and building designs 
along with easily accessible parking. The enlarged service department and expansive sales lot of the new 
dealership also represents the evolution of automobile sales and the dealership model during the second 
half of the twentieth century as sales inventories increased and automobile maintenance became more 
complex. The design of the new dealership by the Salem firm Kinsey, Motley and Shane, Architects and 
Engineer that featured a circular-form showroom with a steel frame and glass curtain wall and a flat roof 
adorned by flagpoles with checkered race flags to showcase the latest automobiles for sale along US Route 
460 also represents the combined influence of the International and Googie styles on roadside architecture 
that promoted a futuristic age by showcasing the latest models of automobiles to passing motorists. 
Although the new Hart Motor Company dealership at 1341 E. Main Street was not the first commercial 
enterprise or dealership to locate on the outskirts of downtown Salem, it is an excellent example locally of 
roadside architecture during the second half of the twentieth century as an automobile dealership that 
combined location of an expansive sales lot on a major arterial route with eye-catching architectural design 
in its circular-form, glass curtain wall showroom to showcase its large inventory of new cars for sale to 
passing motorists. As a resource that continues to function in its original capacity and retain its architectural 
and historical significance into the recent past but does not meet Criteria Consideration G for properties 
with exceptional significance in the past fifty years, the property has a period of significance beginning in 
1972 with the plans and design for the new dealership and ending in 1973 to encompass the completion of 
construction and initial year of operation. During this period and continuing to the present, the Hart Motor 
Company dealership conveys the influence of the automobile on commercial development and architectural 
design as an excellent example of roadside architecture that exemplifies the shift in commercial 
development in Salem during the second half of the twentieth century as well as the evolution in automobile 
dealership design and operations nationwide. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Historical Background 
 
E.P. “Jeff” Hart opened the Hart Motor Company on October 1, 1937, in the Snyder Building at 3 W. Main 
Street in Salem. Hart, who had worked for the Greyhound Bus Company in Washington, DC and an 
automobile dealership in Richmond, took over the local Oldsmobile dealership following the retirement of 
F.W. Whitescarver. The new business location offered an expanded showroom to display the latest 
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Oldsmobile models for sale as well as improved repair facilities to service all makes of automobiles.1 After 
moving to a second location at 400 E. Main Street in 1944 and opening a separate used car lot in 1957, Hart 
Motors Inc. moved the Oldsmobile dealership to a new and expanded location on E. Main Street/US Route 
460 on the outskirts of town in 1973. With new car sales totaling 250 in 1972, a company spokesman 
explained the new 13,818-square foot facility was needed to accommodate increased business as well as 
the larger and more complex equipment required to service the latest automobile models. Hart 
commissioned the Salem firm of Kinsey, Motley and Shane, Architects and Engineer in 1972 to design a 
modern new dealership in a recently annexed area of Salem on the main north-south thoroughfare of US 
Route 460 that connected the cities of Roanoke and Salem. The design, constructed by Valley Contractors 
under the supervision of General Reynolds, features a circular-form showroom with a service department 
attached by a canopy at the rear. At the time of the opening in September 1973, the company consisted of 
twenty-five sales and service employees.2 Hart Motors, Inc. continues to operate at this location today as a 
Kia and GMC dealership under the leadership of Carl Hart Jr. as president.  
 
Criterion A: Commerce 
 
The relocation of the Hart Motor Company dealership in 1972-1973 to a new facility at 1341 E. Main 
Street/US Route 460 exemplifies the impact of the automobile on national trends in commercial 
development during the second half of the twentieth century. With improved mobility provided by 
automobiles as well as the increased need for parking, many businesses began to shift from the densely 
developed and pedestrian-scaled downtowns to the outskirts of town where land along major arterial routes 
was more plentiful, and therefore more affordable, to develop larger commercial enterprises with expansive 
parking to attract customers in their automobiles. The new and expanded dealership with its eye-catching 
showroom, extensive sales lot, and large service department also reflects the evolution of automobile sales 
and the dealership model as branding became more important, sales inventory increased, and the service 
and maintenance of automobiles became more complex.  
 
The Expansion of Automobile Sales and its Impact on Commercial Development 
The automobile made an indelible impact on the expansion of road systems, real estate development, and 
commerce as motor vehicle registrations in the United States steadily increased from the 1920s through the 
second half of the twentieth century. Between 1920 and 1930, the number of automobile registrations in 
the nation as well as Virginia tripled to more than 23 million and 300,000, respectively.3 Sales boomed 
again following World War II with the increase in population, general prosperity, and a pent up demand for 
goods after the Great Depression and years of war rations. Between 1940 and 1970, the number of 
automobiles registered nationally increased by approximately fifty percent each decade while registrations 
in Virginia increased by seventy-five percent between 1940 and 1950 and then mirrored the national 
average of fifty percent in 1960 and 1970.4 Additionally, the expansion of road systems and the growth of 
suburbs helped to establish permanently the automobile as the primary means of transportation in the United 
States. As a result, national trends in commercial development began to shift from the pedestrian-scale 
central business districts of traditional downtowns to sprawling commercial strips along major arterial 
routes on the outskirts of town. This new form of commercial development was designed to appeal to 
passing automobile traffic with eye-catching building designs and signage as well as plentiful and easily 
accessible parking for customers.    
 
Automobile dealerships, in particular, were well-suited for this new form of commercial development that 
catered to customers arriving by car and allowed for expansive sales lots to showcase their inventory. The 
migration of automobile dealerships from the central business district to the “tax-payer strips” that 
developed on the main routes leading into town exemplified this changing trend in commercial 
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development. While this shift began prior to World War II, the ubiquitous “tax-payer strip,” which often 
included a number of automobile dealerships, served as the gateway to most cities and towns by the second 
half of the twentieth century.  
 
The design of automobile dealerships as a specific commercial enterprise, along with their manner of 
conducting business, also evolved with the shift in commercial development. Automobile manufacturers 
developed the dealership model as the most effective way to sell cars. By the early twentieth century, 
automobiles began to be manufactured by assembly-line production in a large, centralized plant to make 
them more affordable. In contrast, automobile sales depended on a decentralized distribution system 
through franchises or dealerships in towns and cities across the nation. The automobile sales industry is 
somewhat unique as the purchase of a car is often the second largest investment an owner will make after 
a house and that purchase requires long-term maintenance and service. This model resulted in making the 
local automobile dealership equally important to the national automobile manufacturer and the local 
customer for both the initial sale as well as the ongoing service of the automobile.5 This dual function is 
evident in the two-part design of the dealership with a highly visible showroom at the front for sales and a 
large service department conveniently located at the side or rear for easy access by customers. The franchise 
relationship between the dealership and the manufacturer was exclusive as the dealership served as the 
primary point of sale and service, as well as customer satisfaction, for the manufacturer. For this reason, 
the manufacturer dictated strict marketing and service protocols to best represent and promote their brand.6 
The shift from the more traditional commercial building in densely-developed downtown business districts 
to large lots along major arterial routes on the outskirts of town allowed the automobile dealerships to not 
only increase their inventory, but also to display it prominently to passing motorists on open sales lots that 
were accessible to potential customers during off hours. The larger lots associated with the new trend in 
commercial development also allowed the dealerships to expand their service departments as a critical part 
of the dealership model as a source of repeat business and continuous income stream.         
 
Commercial Development and Automobile Sales in Salem, Virginia 
Reflecting the national trends of increased automobile sales, the number of dealerships in Salem increased 
from one in 1917 to three in the 1930s, including the Oldsmobile and Chevrolet dealerships owned by R.W. 
Whitescarver and the Dodge dealership owned by O. G. Lewis. All of these existing dealerships, which 
were located in the center of town, changed ownership in the late 1930s, including the purchase of the 
Oldsmobile dealership at 3 W. Main Street by E. P. Hart following Whitescarver’s retirement in 1937. A 
fourth dealership, Wiley-Hall Motors, Inc. opened in 1939 to sell Ford automobiles. This trend continued 
following World War II with seven dealerships located in Salem by 1950 and a total of thirteen by 1970.   
 
Downtown Salem, however, would no longer be the center of automobile sales as existing and new 
dealerships started locating further east and west from downtown along Main Street. US Route 460, known 
as Main Street in Salem, developed in the first half of the twentieth century as a major east-west 
transportation route extending across southern and southwestern Virginia through West Virginia to 
Kentucky. A combination of two- and four-lane, divided and undivided sections of highway, the road 
continues today to connect cities and towns – such as Roanoke and Salem – throughout Southside and 
Southwest Virginia. While businesses in Salem, including the automobile dealerships, were initially located 
along Main Street in close proximity to the Roanoke County Courthouse, the areas of Main Street/US Route 
460 to the east and west of the town’s central district began to develop after World War II as automobiles 
became more prevalent. By 1950, the number of automobile dealerships in Salem had increased from four 
to seven, with four of these remaining in the center of town and three located further out on W. Main Street.7  
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The area of Main Street east of Salem developed later than that to the west. The only business located east 
of downtown in 1945 was a service station at 805 E. Main Street; however, by 1960 there were twenty-one 
businesses and three used car lots located along the 800 to 2000 blocks of E. Main Street including Hart 
Motors Used Cars at 1014 E. Main Street).8  
 
E. P. Hart, who was responsible for the relocation of The Hart Motor Company in 1972–1973, was well 
aware of this shift in development. Hart served on Salem Town Council from 1954 to 1970, including a 
term as mayor from 1968 to 1970. During his tenure in local government, the area along US Route 460 
between Roanoke and Salem was the focus of annexation by Roanoke City. In response to petitions by the 
property owners, Salem annexed the E. Main Street corridor in 1965. Soon afterwards, it received its charter 
as a city in 1967. 

 
After Salem annexed the area along E. Main Street in 1965, the number of businesses nearly doubled to 
forty commercial enterprises and five used car lots with Hart Motors Used Cars now located at 1023 E. 
Main Street. Typical of a main arterial road, the area included a number of service stations and motor court 
motels. The majority of the remaining development was primarily light industrial including numerous 
businesses associated with the construction and sale of new homes that reflected the general growth and 
prosperity of the area during the second half of the twentieth century. By 1970, a total of thirteen automobile 
dealerships operated in Salem, with the majority of these located on the outlying commercial strips, 
including six on E. Main Street and three on W. Main Street.9 The commercial development of E. Main 
Street continued into the 1970s with a total of sixty businesses and seven automobile dealerships selling 
new or used cars located in the 800 to 2000 blocks by 1973 when Hart Motors opened their new dealership 
at 1341 E. Main Street.10 Today, only four of these automobile dealerships on E. Main Street survive and 
continue operating, with only Hart Motor Company remaining under the same name and ownership.  
 
Criterion C: Architecture 
 
The Hart Motor Company dealership, designed in 1972 by the Salem firm of Kinsey, Motley and Shane, 
Architects and Engineer, is a good example of roadside architecture in Salem and a rare surviving example 
in Virginia of an automobile dealership featuring a circular-form showroom. The design of the new 
dealership – with its steel-frame and glass curtain wall of the circular showroom accented by flagpoles with 
checkered race flags projecting above the flat roof – represents the combined influence of the International 
and Googie styles on roadside architecture. The aesthetic of roadside architecture was particularly well-
suited to automobile dealerships as they competed to showcase their latest models and attract customers in 
passing automobiles. As the third facility in Salem since Hart Motor Company was first established in 
downtown Salem in 1937, the construction of the new dealership on E. Main Street/US Route 460 in the 
early 1970s also reflects the evolution of this specific building type in terms of functional and aesthetic 
design. As the business of automobile sales became more consolidated and competitive and the repeat 
business of maintenance and repairs became more complex and lucrative, automobile dealerships began to 
showcase their latest models in highly visible showrooms and expansive sales lots while also increasing the 
size of their service departments. This trend in dealership design and operations is clearly evident in the 
new Hart Motor Company dealership with its highly visible signage and circular showroom, expansive 
sales lot, and enlarged service department.    
 
The Evolution of Dealership Design  
Initially located in central business districts, the design of dealerships followed the Main Street Commercial 
style that dominated downtowns during the years between World War I and II. These buildings were 
typically one or two stories in height, rectilinear in form, and followed the same minimal setback from the 
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road and sidewalk as the surrounding commercial block. Similar to other commercial buildings, the façade 
featured storefront display windows, although these tended to be larger than other retail businesses given 
the product being displayed, with traditional sash windows on the upper level and decorative brickwork or 
a cornice at the roofline. In addition to the larger display windows, at least one entrance was usually wider 
or there was a garage entrance for automobiles to access the showroom at the front. The repair and service 
area were located towards the rear or on the upper floor accessed by an interior ramp or freight elevator.11 
 
During the 1950s and 1960s, the design of dealerships shifted from the traditional commercial style to a 
new aesthetic of roadside architecture that appealed to passing motorists. Located amidst commercial 
development along major thoroughfares and surrounded by large, paved sales lots, the dealership was 
designed to be highly visible with corporate logos and signage as well as prominent showrooms that clearly 
displayed its product for sale. The surrounding paved lot was filled with new and used automobiles that 
represented a new way of conducting sales as it advertised the readily available inventory and also allowed 
potential buyers to browse the selection after hours. Meanwhile, the service department continued to be a 
critical part of the dealership business and occupied an even larger section of the property, either to the rear 
or side of the showroom, as service equipment and parts became more complex.  
 
The Hart Motor Company dealership, which was first established in 1937 in a traditional Main Street 
Commercial style building in the downtown business district of Salem, is representative of this evolution 
in dealership design with the relocation to a new facility on E. Main Street/US Route 460 in 1972–1973. 
The new dealership is located along a commercial strip that includes several other auto dealerships and 
used-car lots. Surrounded by a large sales lot with an expanded service department to the rear, the focal 
point of the dealership is the circular-form showroom with its steel frame and glass curtain wall extending 
around three sides. This design exemplifies the expressive functionalism of the Modern design movement 
led by Le Corbusier in the late 1930s. The development of the steel frame and glass curtain wall system 
allowed the internal function of a building to be expressed on the exterior.12 Perhaps there is no better use 
of this than the automobile showroom on a busy commercial strip where the product was clearly displayed 
to passing motorists and, at night, could be lit up to better showcase the display. The sleek and modern 
interior of the showroom with the open showroom plan along with the steel frame and glass curtain wall 
extending around three sides and the terrazzo flooring served to focus the attention of the customer on the 
latest automobile models for sale and promoted a sense of new possibilities this investment could offer. 
The large service department building at the rear, with its signage and metal canopy connecting to the 
showroom, also expressed the commitment of the dealership to customer service and repeat business.   
 
The International and Googie Styles in Roadside Architecture 
An era of prosperity and unlimited opportunity marked the years following World War II as industrial 
production and technical advancements that shifted into high gear during the war began to refocus on 
American consumers. The growing proliferation of automobiles during these years created a “car culture” 
that would permanently influence the American way of life in many ways.    
 
With the rising dominance of the automobile during the second half of the twentieth century, roadside 
architecture developed as a popular aesthetic for commercial enterprises trading in automobile goods and 
services. Located along the roads, the design of these buildings was intended to catch the eye of the passing 
motorist. The International and Googie styles, which are combined in the 1972-1973 design of the Hart 
Motor Company dealership, were closely associated with the development of the machine age, car culture,  
and roadside architecture in the New Dominion era. The International Style reflected the influence of the 
machine age with its simple, efficient aesthetic of rectilinear forms that utilized modern materials and 
technologies – such as steel, glass, and concrete – rather than ornamentation that resulted in a fresh sense 
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of Modernism. Meanwhile, the Googie style was a type of futurist architecture well-suited to dealerships 
as it was influenced by the emergence of car culture and the Space Age in the late-1950s. More prevalent 
and pronounced in the western states, the style was particularly popular for roadside architecture, such as 
motels, diners, and gas stations. Googie designs were intended to attract passing motorists, using eye-
catching characteristics like geometric shapes, hard angles, cantilevered roofs, tailfins, starbursts, and steel 
frame and glass curtain walls.  
 
The showroom of the Hart Motor Company dealership reflects the influence of both the International and 
Googie styles with its circular form and steel frame and glass curtain walls wrapping around three sides. 
The influence of the International style – characterized by simple massing, clean lines, and modern 
materials – is evident in the new dealership design with its extensive use of steel frame and glass curtain 
walls in the simple massing of the circular showroom with a flat roof and lack of ornamentation. This 
simplicity provided a fresh sense of modernity that combined with the visual interest of the Googie style to 
catch the eye of passing motorists. The influence of the Googie style is seen in the futuristic aesthetic of the 
circular showroom, which glowed when lit up at night, and the checkered race flags extending above the 
roofline that embrace the car culture of the period. Additionally, the flat roof extends beyond the curtain 
wall to rest on metal columns that accentuate the sense of the showroom as a glass pavilion. Although the 
roof is flat and not visible in itself, the metal fascia with large metal letters reading “Hart Motors” as well 
as the evenly spaced flagpoles extending above the roofline with checkered race flags give the roof a strong 
presence as it seemingly floats above the glass showroom and clearly identifies the dealership to passing 
motorists and showcases the latest models for sale. 
 
Other examples of automobile dealerships with a circular-form showroom documented to date in Virginia 
are rare. The Lawrence Chrysler-Plymouth Dealership, which has been demolished, was built ca. 1965 at 
4808 West Broad Street in Richmond with a round showroom and parachute-style roof. Another example 
is Casey Chevrolet at 11700 Jefferson Avenue in Newport News. This ca. 1965 dealership with a round 
showroom was recommended eligible for NRHP listing as part of the Section 106 Review process in 2021. 
While there are other dealerships in Virginia built during the New Dominion period, these two were the 
only other dealerships in Virginia that included a circular-form showroom according to the Virginia Auto 
Dealership Association. As corporate image and branding continue to dictate the design and appearance of 
dealerships, these historic, circular-form showrooms are threatened with demolition as they do not conform 
to current corporate standards.  
 
Kinsey and Motley, Architects 
 
The Salem, Virginia firm of Kinsey, Motley and Shane, Architects and Engineer designed the Hart Motor 
Showroom in 1972. Roy M. Kinsey (1920-2010), a native of New York, received his degree in architecture 
from the University of Virginia in 1946 after serving in World War II. Kenneth L. Motley, FAIA (1929-
2017) grew up in Roanoke before attending Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia 
Tech) where he received his architecture degree in 1953. Both architects began their careers at the Roanoke 
firm of Smithey & Boynton, Architects and Engineers before leaving to form the partnership Kinsey and 
Motley, Architects in 1955. Francis A. Shane (1933-2019), who also received his degree in architecture and 
engineering from Virginia Tech in 1958, began his career at Smithey & Boynton as well. Shane soon joined 
Kinsey and Motley in 1963 and the firm was renamed Kinsey, Motley & Shane, Architects and Engineer 
in 1964. The firm, which later became Kinsey, Shane & Associates operated into the early-twenty-first 
century.13  
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Kinsey, Motley and Shane, Architects and Engineer designed a wide range of building types throughout 
the Roanoke and New River valleys, including banks, schools, churches, office buildings, manufacturing 
plants, libraries, and residences. The firm also designed several motels including the Googie-style Colony 
House Motor Lodge in Roanoke in 1959. The Hart Motor Company dealership appears to be their only 
design of an automobile dealership. Influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright’s philosophy of organic architecture, 
the unifying characteristic of these various projects was their modernist approach to design that was simple 
in form while creatively exploring the intersection of interior and exterior spaces as well as the use of new 
materials such as concrete, steel, and plate glass.  
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Primary location of additional data:  
_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): DHR #129-5171 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property 3.96 acres 
 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
Latitude: 37.297737 Longitude: -80.033158 

 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:  

 
2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 

 
3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 

 
4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The historic boundary corresponds to the lot lines of 1341 E. Main Street, recorded by the City of Salem 
as parcel number 81-1-1. The true and correct historic boundary is shown on the attached Location 
Map, which has a scale of 1”=188’. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
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The historic boundary includes the 3.96-acre property associated with the Hart Motor Company during 
its period of significance and thus includes its historic setting and all known associated historic 
resources. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
name/title:  Alison Blanton & Kate Kronau 
organization:  Hill Studio 
street & number:  120 Campbell Avenue SW 
city or town:  Roanoke state: VA zip code: 24011 
e-mail: ablanton@hillstudio.com/ kkronau@hillstudio.com 
telephone: (540) 342-5263 
date:  July 2023 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
• Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
 
•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 
 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Hart Motor Company 
 
City or Vicinity: Salem 
 
County: N/A   State: Virginia 
 
Photographer: Kate Kronau 
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Date Photographed: August 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 18. Automobile Showroom, view west 
2 of 18. Automobile Showroom, view southeast 
3 of 18. Automobile Showroom, view northeast 
4 of 18. Automobile Showroom, view northwest 
5 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, showroom, view southwest 
6 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, showroom, view northeast 
7 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, showroom, view southeast 
8 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, office, view north 
9 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, office, view southwest 
10 of 18. Automobile Showroom, interior, waiting area, view northeast  
11 of 18. Service Building, view northeast 
12 of 18. Service Building, view north 
13 of 18. Service Building, view southwest 
14 of 18. Service Building, interior, shop office, view northwest 
15 of 18. Service Building, interior, parts department, view south  
16 of 18. Service Building, interior, garage, view southeast 
17 of 18. Service Building, interior, garage, view northwest 
18 of 18. Historic Sign, view SE 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900         OMB Control No. 1024-0018 
 
Hart Motor Company  City of Salem, Virginia 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Sections 9-end page 20 
 

 
ENDNOTES 

 
1 “New business firm locates in Snyder bldg..,” The Times-Register, Salem, Virginia, October 1, 1937.  
2 “Salem Automobile Dealer Plans New Showroom,” The World-News, Roanoke, undated; “New Showroom,” The 
Roanoke Times, September 25, 1973. 
3 U.S Department of Transportation: Federal Highway Administration, State Motor Vehicle Registrations by Years, 1900-1995 
1/, https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/summary95/mv200.pdf; U.S Department of Transportation: Federal Highway 
Administration, Motor Vehicle Registrations, by States, 1900-1995 1/, 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/summary95/mv201.pdf; Chester H. Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, (Balitmore, MD: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995), p. 20. 
4 Ibid 
5 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, p. 75.  
6 Richard Klein, "The Evolution of Local Dealerships: The Backbone of the U.S. Automobile Industry," (MSL Academic 
Endeavors eBooks, 2019), p. 8. 
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/msl_ae_ebooks/8. 
7 Hill Directory Company’s Roanoke, Virginia City Directory. Richmond, Virginia: Hill Directory Company, Inc., 1950.  
8 Hill Directory Company’s Roanoke, Virginia City Directory. Richmond, Virginia: Hill Directory Company, Inc., 1960. 
9 Hill Directory Company’s Roanoke, Virginia City Directory. Richmond, Virginia: Hill Directory Company, Inc., 1970. 
10 Hill Directory Company’s Roanoke, Virginia City Directory. Richmond, Virginia: Hill Directory Company, Inc., 1973. 
11 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, p. 76. 
12 Ibid, p. 61. 
13 “Obituary for Roy Milton Kinsey,” John M. Oakey & Son Funeral Home and Crematory, 2010, 
https://www.johnmoakey.com/memorials/Kinsey-Roy/1866317/obituary.php?Printable=true; “OBIT – MOTLEY 
Kenneth Leighton,” Roanoke Times, January 3, 2018, p. 4B; “Francis Allison Shane,” (Virginia Record Volume 86, Number 
5 [May 1964]), p. 7, 9. 



1973 Newspaper Article
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



1973 Newspaper Advertisement
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



1985 Survey
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Rendering
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, 
Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, 
Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & 
Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171





Historic Plan by Kinsey, 
Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Historic Plan by Kinsey, Motley & Shane
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend
County Boundaries

Title: Date: 
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.

Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.

TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171

Nominated Boundary



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend
County Boundaries

Title: Date:   
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.

Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.

STREET MAP
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171

Nominated Boundary

qaf45223
Rectangle



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend
County Boundaries

Title: Date:   
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.

Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.

AERIAL VIEW - VICINITY
Hart Motor Company
City of Salem, VA
DHR No. 129-5171

Nominated Boundary

qaf45223
Rectangle



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

Legend

Title: Hart Motor Company Date: 7/18/2023  
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) have been gathered over many years from a variety of sources and the representation
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current ground conditions.The map is for general information purposes and is not
intended for engineering, legal or other site-specific uses.  Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is".  More information is available in the DHR Archives located at
DHR’s Richmond office.

Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3705.7 (10).  Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources.

kkronau
Polygonal Line

kcoffield
Text Box

LOCATION MAP
Hart Motor Company (DHR No. 129-5171)
City of Salem, VA



Latitude:     37.297737
Longitude: -80.033158


kkronau
Rectangle

kkronau
Typewritten Text
NRHP Boundary

kcoffield
Text Box
VGIN Aerials (with labels) 
Map created in V-CRIS





Sketch Map/Photo Key

1

2

3 4

11
12

13

18

N

qaf45223
Line


	129_5171_NR_Signed_Coversheet
	VA_SalemCity_Hart MotorCompany_form



