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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

/

)The}tideimill)at Poplar Grove/is a two-story frame structure with a gable
‘roof built on a narrow mole which separates a small lagoon or mill pond
from the bay.| The action of the tide, causing water to flow between the
lagoon and the bay, turned the large mill wheel at the side of the building
some of whose original mechanism survives on the interior. Out of operation
since 1912, the mill stood in poor condition until a recent thorough
restoration. The sluice or race has been dammed up, and the water now
flows from the lagoon to the bay through another channel.

The earliest portion of the Poplar Grove house, across the lagoon, |is a
small one-and-a-half story gambrel roof cottage which has been incorporated
into the present five-section house as an end wing. The central portion
of the house is a late-eighteenth century temple-form building fronted

by a later Ionic portico.!

The beautiful setting of Poplar Grove, with its broad lawnms, large old
trees and fine view across Mobjack Bay, has changed little in the past
century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

A tide operated mill has existed at Poplar Grove since colonial times;
however |the present structure replaces the original mill which was burned
during the Civil War.\ It is believed that corn was ground at the Poplar
(Grove mill for ‘General Washington's troops when they camped nearby. At
one time these ingenious structures were common throughout the Chesapeake
Bay region but the Poplar Grove mill is the only such mill remaining in
Virginia, land continued in operation until 1912.|

Across the small lagoon from the mill is the,Poplar Grove house, residence
of the millers. The earliest portion of this rambling structure was
probably built|for John Patterson\before the Revolutionary War.| The house
derives its name from the many poplar trees which Patterson planted.
Patterson's granddaughter, Captain Sally Tompkins, the famous woman
Confederate officer, was born at Poplar Grove in 1833.

The central portion of the Poplar Grove house was built in the late-
eighteenth century by Richard B111ups a noted local builder known for
his individual style. ‘




Farrar, Emmie Ferguson, 0ld Virginia

Houses: The Mobjack Bay Country,

New York: Bonanza Books, 1955.

Homes and Gardens in Old Virginia, Garden Club of Virginia, Richmond:

Garrett and Massie, Inc., 1962.

Lancaster, Robert A., Jr., Historic Vlrglnla Homes and Churches,_Phlladelphla

J. B, Lippincott Company, 1915.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
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NAME AND TITLE:
Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director
ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission June 2, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

nd

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State X Local [

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

Date (O"?""(p?

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

&OMJL// Ou ,M,fzul//

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefervation

NOV 12 1969

Date

ATTEST:

Do, O Sy it

Keeper of Tﬁe National Re ster

Date 0CT 279 1069
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—— Poplar Grove Mill and House

AND/OR HISTORIC: Tide Mill and P0pla_r Grove

Eiocation

STREET AND NUM BER:

and Rt. 613, 1.1 mi. W of intersection of Rt. 613 and Rt, 614,

.1 mi. NE of East River, .5 mi. SW of intersection of Rt. 14

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Virginia 45 Mathews 115
VRE REEEEEREE ——————
SOURCE:
U.S.G:S. 7%, quadrangle Mathews
SCALE: 1:24000
bate: 1965

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Froperty broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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