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O E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

B u i l t i n the second quarter of the eighteenth century, Salubria i s a two-
story, hipped roof structure with two large corbel-capped chimneys on the 
i n t e r i o r ends. Notable features of the Flemish bond brickwork are the 
segmental arches over the windows and basement openings and the beveled 
watertable; a l i g h t coat of stucco, added l a t e r , has p a r t i a l l y worn of f . 
The central h a l l has a high paneled dado consisting of a series of narrow 
horizontal panels over broad rectangular ones. On the west wall i s an 
arched entranceway from which the s t a i r curves upward to the second l e v e l . 
The h a l l i s off-center, making the two rooms on the east smaller than those 
on the west; a l l have corner fireplaces. Notable rooms are the f u l l y -
paneled nprthe^st room with i t s comer fireplace framed by pi l a s t e r s 
supi)orting a ^ u l l Doric entablature, and the northwest room with paneled 
chimney breast, dado, and ..framed cupboard b u i l t into the w a l l . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG I NAL (ii known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built in the second quarter of the eighteenth century, Salubria is a two­
story, hipped roof structure with two large corbel-capped chinmeys on the 
interior ends. Notable features of the Flemish bond brickwork are the 
segmental arches over the windows and basement openings and the beveled 
watertable; a light coat of stucco, added later, has partially worn off. 
The central hall has a high paneled dado consisting of a series of narrow 
horizontal panels over broad rectangular ones. On .the west wall is an 
arched entranceway from which the stair curves upward to the second lev~l. 
The hall is off-center, making the two rooms on the east smaller than those 
on the west; all have corner fireplaces. Notable rooms are the fully~ 
pan~ted ~?rth~~st ro<::>~ wit~ i~~- corner fireplace framed by pilasters 
SUPP,'?rti~g a f'ull Done el?,t;ab~,ture, and the northwest room with paneled 
chimney l;)reasi, dado • . and .. fram~d cupboard built into the wall. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Salubria was b u i l t by John Thompson, Anglican mipister t.o Saint Mark's 
Parish. According to t r a d i t i o n , the house was b u i l t i n 1742 at the time 
of Thompson's marriage to the widow of Governor Alexander Spotswood. 
Following Lady Spotswood's death, Thompson married the daughter of P h i l i p 
Rootes and l e f t the house to her at his death i n 1772. The house l a t e r 
belonged to their son, P h i l i p Rootes Thompson, who sold i t i n 1792. In 
1802 the Hansbrough family purchased the property and held i t u n t i l 
1853 when i t was sold to the Grayson family. In 1825 Lafayette, while 
on his grand tour of America, was entertained with a dinner at Salubria. 
Doctor Cary T. Grayson, personal physician to President Woodrow Wilson, 
was born at Salubria, and the property i s s t i l l i n the hands of his 
descendants. 

Salubria i s an exceedingly simple building which, at the same time, i s 
surprisingly elegant. Compact and refined, with a minimum of decoration, 
this mansion achieves i t s design quality with excellent proportions and 
composition enhanced by the subtle rhythm of the segmental arches. This 
exterior finesse, combined with fine i n t e r i o r paneling and the unusual 
stairway, creates a V i r g i n i a mansion of the highest quality. 
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History 

Salubria was built by John Thompson, Anglic~n miµister t.9 Saint Mark's 
Parish. According to tradition, the house _was built in P42 ·at the time 
of Thompson's marriage to the widow of Governor Alexander S'potswood. 
Following Lady Spotswood's death, Thompson married the daughter of Philip 
Rootes and left the house to her at his death in 1772. The house later 
belonged to their son, Philip Rootes Thompson, who sold it in 1792. In 
1802 the Hansbrough family purchased the property and held it until 
1853 when it was sold to the Grayson family. In 1825 Lafayette, while 
on his grand tour of America, was entertained with a dinner at Salubria. 
Doctor Cary T. Grayson, personal physician to President Woodrow Wilson, 
was born at Salubria, and the property is still in the hands of his 
descendants. 

Salubria is an exceedingly simple building which, at the same time, is 
surprisingly elegant. Compact and refined, with a minimum of decoration, 
this mansion achieves its design quality with excellent proportions and 
composition enhanced by the subtle rhythm of the segmental arches. This 
exterior finesse, combined with fine interior paneling and the unusual 
stairway, creates a Virginia mansion of the highest quality. 
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Culpeper County Deed Books. 
Green, Raleigh Travers, Genealogical and Historical Notes on Culpeper 

County Virginia (Baltimore, 1964) 
WPA file, Virginia State Library. 
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LATITUDE L ON GI T U DE CORNER L A T ITUDE L ONGITUDE 

D e grees M in utes Se conds Degrees Minutes Se c ond s Degrees Minutes Se c ond s D e gree s Minu tes Second s 

NW 38 ° 26 • 34 • 770 53 · 26 ff 0 o 

NE 38 ° 26 • 34 ff 770 52· 48 ff 

SE 1,330 26 • 08 • 770 • ~2·' • 48 • 
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AP PROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINA TE D PROP ER T Y: Q 0 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STA T E: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME AND TI T LE: 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. 
OR~~NIZATION 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Octob_er 
STREE1; AND NUMBER : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Buildin 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Richmond Vir inia 45 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional H istoric P reservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in th e National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National P ark Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State ~ Local D 

Name f'JL , \12 )4fE,~~~ 
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairma 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

FEB 1 G 1970 
Date - - --------- ------ ---
ATTEST: 

Tit le JTjrgiuia Historic Landmarks Comm· sion 
--~~~~::........,.,7-c-..!X!::.~~+k-~-

Date December 2, J 969 Date FEB 1 1 1970 
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U.S.G.S. 7½' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000) 
Culpeper, Va. (1943) 
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